FE The : A ; bang 
Speech of the Earl of Shaftsbr y then Lord 
© Chancellor, when Serjeant Thurland was 
made Baron of the Exchequer. 


' Mr. Serjeant Thurland , | 
{ King of his Grace. and Fayor, hath made 


 F3 Cchoiceof you to be One of the Barons of the 
Exchequer. He deligned to place you in a Conre of 
more Profit, though nor of more Digaity;, but your 
own Modeſty and Vertue hath choſen this Courr , 
where you thought you could ſerye the King beſt. 
And I could not omit co mention it here toyour Ho- 
nor,it being the greateſt inftance of a good Man, That 
he had rather be found lerviceable than rich. His Ma- 
jeſty hath had large proof of your former Services;be- 
ſides He takes you upon the credit of that Recom.- 
mendation,that hath Juſtly the belt place with Him, 
mean His Royal Brothers. | 

Some few things it is fic [ ſhould here mention to 
you, and leave with you a3 Admonitions , or rather 
Remembrances. In the firſt place, you are to main- 
tain the Kmgs Prerogative; and let not the Kings Pre- 
rogative, and the Law,be two things with you. For the 
| Kings Prerogative is Law, and the Principal Part of the 
Law; and therefore in maintaining that,you maintain 
the Law. The Government of England 1s {o excellently 
interwoven, that every part of the Prerogative hath a 
broad mixture of the Intereſt of the Subject, the eaſe 
' and ſafery of the People being inleparable trom the 
Greatnels and Securiry of the Crown. 

In the next place, let me adviſe you, that you as- 
quaint your ſelf with the Revenue , as alſo with che 
Ancient Records, Precedents,and Prattice of this Court. ' 
For want of which knowledge, I have fcen this Courc 
a molt excellent Common Pleas.,: when at the ſame 
ume, I could not ſay ſo much for itas an Exchequer. 

In the third place,let me recommend'to you,lo to 

manage 


manage the Kings Juſtice andRevenue,as the King may 
have moſt Profir,and the Subject leaſt Vexation. Rak- 
ing for old Debrs, the number of Intormarions; pro- 
jects upon Concealments:I could not and in the Ele- 
ven years experience have had in th1s Court ever 
to advantage the Crown. Bur luch proceedings have 
for the moſt part delivered up the Kings good Sub. 
jets into the hands of the worſt of mien. 

There is another ching I have obſerved in chis 
Courrt,that | ſhall mind you of, which is, When the 
Court hearkens too much to the Clerks and Officers ot 
it; and are too apt to tend ont Proceſs, when che Mo- 
ney may be raited by other ways more cajic to the 
People. I do not lay, That the Kings duty ſhould be 
loſt, or that the ſtricteſt courle thould nor be taken, 
rather than that be : But when you contider , how 
much the Officers of the Court and the Mnder-Sheriffs, 
get by Proceſs upon {mall Sums,more than the Kings 
duty comes to;and upon what fort of Peoplethis falls, 
to wit,the Farmer , Husbandman , and Clothier in the 
Countrey, that is generally the Collefor, ( on/table , 
and Tithing-man ; and ſo diſturbs the induſtrious parc 
of the Nation, you will think it fit comake that the 
laſt way , when no other will ſerve. 
Give me leave allo ro mind you of one thing 
more, which 1s in your Oath, That the Kings needs ye 
ſhall ſpeed before all others: Thatis,the bufinels of cheRe- 
venue of the Crown you are to diſpatch before all other, | 
and not turn your Court into a Court of Common Plea: ; 
and ler that ju{tle our what you were conttituted for. 

Inthe laſt place, ler me conclude with what con- 
cernsall my Lords the Judges, as well as you, ler me 
recommend co you the Port,apd way of living ſuita- 
ble co the dignity of your place, and what the King 
allows you. There 15not any thing gains more Re- 
pucation and Reſpect co the Government, than that 
doth: Andletme tell you, Magiſtrates as well as .Her- 


 thants are ſupported by Reputation. 


—Om—— 


Prinred by :the Afſigns of Benj. Harris, 1681. 


